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Church of the Resurrection – Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Monthly Meeting Minutes 
January 12, 2022 

 
Members Present: 
Debbie Burke (’24), Tina Fesenmyer (’23), Tammy Foeller (’23), Adora Gallagher (’24), Christina Hefty (‘24), Bill 
Hohman (’22), Travis Polk (’23), Mark Samborsky (’22), , Katy Wyatt (’23),  
Guests Present:  Al Hannum (Deanery Liaison), Mike Smith (VP PFC) 
Pastoral Staff Present: Father Denis Kigozi, Brad Romantic 
 
Members Absent: Tom Bindi (’22), Lily Canales (Youth Representative), Jack Spangenberg (Youth 
Representative), Sandra Tarullo-Jacobs (’24) 
Pastoral Staff Absent: Deacon Murrin 
 
The council met virtually over Zoom. Meeting began ~7:00 pm 

TOPIC DISCUSSION 

Opening Prayer   Mark Samborsky gave opening prayer   

Minutes October 2021 minutes were submitted for approval.  Al Hannum moved to approve. 
Bill Hohman seconded the motion.  Minutes approved unanimously. 

November 2021 minutes were submitted for approval.  Al Hannum moved to approve. 
Bill Hohman seconded the motion.  Minutes approved unanimously. 

Reports/Updates  • Deanery Report – Al Hannum.  Due to the ongoing pandemic, the Deanery has not 
yet met (they are waiting on the appointment of the next bishop). Among their good 
works, the Deanery helps finance important charitable work by Helping Hands.  
Helping Hands is a health and wellness center for those who cannot afford those 
services. Located at 5100 Karl Road, they provide, among other things, health and 
employment screenings and help a large number of people who need it.  Fr. Denis 
noted that the COTR contributes $1250 every month to Helping Hands. Individuals 
can support Helping Hands through Amazon Smile.  When shopping on Amazon, one 
can log in using smile.amazon.com and select Helping Hands. Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to Helping Hands. It was suggested that 
an announcement about this opportunity be placed in the bulletin.  Al will forward 
the newsletter information about Amazon Smile to the bulletin email so that 
interested parishioners can contribute.   
ACTION: Al will forward the newsletter information about donating to Helping Hands 
via Amazon Smile to the office so that a bulletin announcement  can be made. 
 

• Youth Ministries Report – Jack Spangenberg. 
CREED and MS Faith formation: The monthly Family Masses are going well.  Family 
units are being used to serve as lectors, offertory gift bearers, and greeters (passing 
out programs).  When possible, we use choir families as servers and EOM’s.  There is 
a huge need for high school EOM’s at these masses.  The activities following the 
family masses have been well received.  The Baptism Ministry led Advent workshops 
in November – huge Thank You to Mary Koors.  They have also offered to run Lenten 
workshops on March 12th.  January was the Movie Night – we showed “Horton Hears 
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a Who” in honor of the March for Life (A person’s a person no matter how 
small).  Everyone loved the Cane’s Chicken for dinner.   The February 12th activity will 
be a Family Valentine Dinner – with family style dining and activities centered around 
St. Valentine.  The Knights have offered their help with this event if needed.   CREED 
is rolling along, the 2ndgraders are preparing for First Reconciliation in January and 
First Eucharist in April and the 4th graders are preparing for First Reconciliation in 
March.  VBS will be held the week of June 19th.  
High School Youth Ministry: National speaker Sarah Swafford came to speak with 
Ignite students about healthy relationships and social media practices. The high 
school winter retreat will be held 2/18-20 at Damascus. Weekend of January 9 
marked the mid-year of both Confirmation and Ignite 
 

• Suggestion Box Items – Debbie Burke.   
o A request was made to repair the trash can in the women’s rest room near 

the changing table. Sue Larson has already asked that Tom Arnett check on it 
and address it.  

o With the rise is COVID cases, a request was made to create a space in the 
church where persons will be both socially distanced and masked.  Father 
Denis has been thinking about a good location considering the likelihood that 
those wanting this accommodation might not feel comfortable climbing 
stairs.  He is considering the NE chair section (overflow section east of the 
altar) since chairs can easily be removed.  The accommodation won’t be 
ready this weekend as announcements and instructions will need to be 
made.  It was suggested that the communication include the suggestion that 
persons may want to enter through the NE doors so they don’t have to walk 
through the gathering space, etc.  If the overflow area fills quickly, then other 
locations such as the balcony or the Our Lady of Resurrection chapel might 
accommodate additional seating. 
 

• Parish Finance Report given by Mike Smith (VP Parish Finance Council).  
o A modified quarterly report was sent to all council members.   
o PFC has not met since Nov. to talk about the finances.  October was good.  

The last bulletin summary shows that fiscal year to date is + $37,000 showing 
that things are beginning to catch up after a slow fall term.  Also, the 
additional increased offertory program has secured $190,000 (10% of our 
yearly budget) in commitments. There is no good yield comparator for this 
type of initiative so we will monitor the outcome.  

o When asked about PFC concerns, the primary concern is the affect of the 
pandemic on community engagement.  Mike encouraged each of us to invite 
parishioners back and invite new persons to our parish.  
 

• Evangelization Director Report – Brad Romantic.  Taken the Real Presence, Real 
Future team, added a couple people to it who are now morphing into an 
Evangelization team.  Brad and this team have, over the past couple months, worked 
on an evangelization plan for the rest of this ministry year (May 2022) and then to 
carry the church through the whole of next year (August 2022 to May 2023).  The 
plan has 7 points of  focus.  The intent is to get the plan out to stakeholders within 
the parish (PPC, parish leaders, ministry leaders, etc.) within the month.   
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Roughly these 7 points of focus include:   
1)Engage more people (general) through easy entry ways with things such as the 
parish picnic, breakfast with Santa, harvest party, etc. 
2) Opportunities to encounter Christ – examples include things like bringing speakers 
to the church for the parish mission or other events, talk to open up a faith formation 
series/studies such as Return – which focuses on how to draw your child back to the 
church), hold retreats – currently working on men’s retreats but looking for them for 
women’s ministry too.  
3) In response to the Disciple Maker Index survey, provide faith formation and 
studies that support what parishioners indicated they need help with.  For example, 
one thing in the DMI was a desire to support parishioners in their prayer life with 
studies, etc.  
4) Ensure the Christ centered aspect of our ministries. Specifically ask how each 
ministry brings others closer to Christ both within and without the group.  
5) Welcoming new members – more on that soon, PPC will have a large role.  
6) Empowering parents to be primary in catechesis.  FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students) founder, Curtis Martin state that the #1 reasons that youth 
remain in the faith is when parents have spiritual conversations within the home. 
Our faith formation should support the family structure in this way.   
7) If 1-6 work, one would expect a large influx of new Catholics so we need to look 
at a sustainable way of creating a year long process for RCIA. 

Pastor’s 
Comments 

• Priests, deaneries, etc. are beginning to meet again.  Discussion about upcoming 
synod. 

• The PFC/PPC Christmas party was a lovely evening.  Father was sorry that some 
were unable to be present. 

• Reservation Chapel renovation – As has been announced previously, the intention 
is to renovate the reservation chapel so that one can see through to the tabernacle 
on the north side of the altar. Painting as well as new statues are part of the 
planned renovation. The intent is to have a statue of the Holy Family and to have 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Sacred Heart of Mary in the niches in the chapel.  
Construction was slated to begin Monday, Jan 10 but still awaiting permission from 
the diocese. (The money is secured – just need permission to do the work).   The 
construction should last a little under 2 months.  The hope is to complete 
construction by March 5.  Because the tabernacle needs repairs, the idea would be 
to borrow a tabernacle for adoration in Our Lady of Resurrection chapel until 
renovation and repairs are complete.  

• St. Vincent de Paul societies – Father suggested that our parish should consider 
having a St. Vincent de Paul Society.  At this point, 5-6 people are needed to 
commit to the work. That group would ideally work hand in hand with the Social 
Concerns Committee.   

• Council person question: In an earlier message, Father mentioned replacing the air 
handlers.  What is the status of that replacement?  Father responded and Michael 
Smith concurred that PFC has a  funded depreciation model that has been very 
successful in planning when something needs to be replaced and saving money for 
that replacement well before it wears out.  Father noted that the air handlers have 
about 1-2 more years in them.  Replacing them is a bit stymied by changes in 
technology which have changed the size of the handlers, the capacity the units 
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have and their ability to handle the flow we have come to expect in the church 
space – not to mention that pricing has gone up.  

• Council person question: If the adoration chapel renovation moves forward before 
Lent, and the tabernacle is in the Our Lady of Resurrection chapel, how will that 
work during mass?  Father anticipates a procession. 

New Business • Welcoming Committee:  Brad, Katy and Debbie met to discuss welcoming and 
registration for new parishioners.  

• Basic plan: 3 times a year (fall, winter, spring) a pancake breakfast will be held 
after both the 9 and 11 am mass.  Newly registered members will be personally 
invited (via a phone call) to attend and will have special seating.  Note: The first 
pancake breakfast will include a large number of potential participants (details 
below) – after that the new members will be invited to pancake breakfasts 
sponsored by the Knights for the whole church. The congregation will be 
encouraged attend, to say hello and introduce themselves to new members.  
Church ministries will also be encouraged to introduce themselves to new 
members (perhaps wearing special t-shirts or other identifying attire). It is 
hoped/planned that the K of C will cook and serve the breakfast (this request is 
being facilitated through Greg Franz who is both a Knight and a member of the 
new evangelization committee). PPC members will facilitate invitations, welcome 
baskets, tracking who attends, etc. 

• Details:   
o Three dates are currently under consideration for the first breakfast (2/27, 

3/6, 3/20).  Brad will consult with the Knights before finalizing and plans to 
have at least one date before the committee meets again.   

o Chris Roberts has generated a list of registrations completed since January 
2020.  There are over 200 new families (~529 new members total). Once a 
date is set, volunteers will be needed to call and invite.  Debbie has a script 
to serve as a guide for callers. It will be sent to callers. Katy recommended 
leaving a message if no one picks up introducing yourself as from Church of 
the Resurrection and then calling back.  Since some people don’t pick up 
calls from numbers they don’t know, the hope is that leaving a message will 
ease concerns and they will pick up the next time. There will also be pulpit 
announcement, bulletin announcements, web announcements, social 
media announcements, etc. Volunteers at the time of the meeting include: 
Travis, Debbie, Tammy, Sandy, Adora, Bill, Brad, Christina. It was suggested 
that all ministries be asked for volunteers. Brad volunteered that the Young 
at Heart group may be a good source of callers. The more people and 
groups involved, the better and more sustainable the program will be.  

o Next Steps:  Brad will reconnect with Greg Franz to set the first date or two.  
Debbie will send call lists and a script once the dates are set to PPC and 
other volunteers. Father Denis will ask Chris to stop mailing packets moving 
forward.  Either Chris or Brad will forward the list of new families with 
contact information (First and Last names of all family members, address, 
preferred contact phone number, email) at the end of each month to PPC 
chair.  PPC Chair will set up schedule calling, breakfasts, monitoring 
attendance, and drop off gift basket if new person does not get involved.  
Father volunteered that Chris could compile the packets with contact 
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information on the front.  Brad noted that there exists a stash of crucifixes 
that might serve nicely as a welcome gift to be included in the package. 
ACTION: Brad will set the first date or two for the Welcome Breakfast by the 
next PPC meeting.  Brad may check on the stash of crucifixes for possible 
use as a welcome gift.    
 

o Other related thoughts: It was suggested to combine the parish picnic with 
time and talents signups.  Early August was agreed as a good date to do the 
parish picnic (provides time for people to start with new ministries and was 
well attended last year).   
ACTION: Father will get back to PPC with a date for the picnic next month. 
  

Closing Prayer Debbie Burke                                                                         

Meeting ended ~8:45 pm 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandy Doty 

February PPC Meeting:  Feb. 9  @ 7 pm  Location: Ministry Center 
February Opening Prayer: Debbie Burke 
February Closing Prayer:   Katy Wyatt 
 


